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3\ The Secretaries,

I3

STIINT HE N

SPEED POST

No. 2/2/2012-ECR&E
Government of India
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
Department of Consumer Affairs

/angjvil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department of
A

\
M INstates/UTs. .
[—% Subject:  Furnishing of information/material in respect of action

taken under provisions of EC Act/PBM Act - reg.
Sir,

I am directed to refer to AS(CA)’s d.o. letter of even number dated
17/4/2012 on the subject cited above and to say that this Department has
been requesting the State Govts/UT Admns from time to time to ensure that
the Monthly Action Taken Reports under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955
and Prevention of Blackmarketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential
Commodities (PBMMSEC) Act, 1980 are sent to this Department on a regular
and timely basis as this helps in monitoring the steps being taken by the
States/UTs to check price rise by taking action under the provisions of these
Acts against unscrupulous traders who indulge in hoarding and blackmarketing
of essential commodities. D.O. letters at the level of Hon’ble MOS(I/C)
CAF&PD, Secretary (CA) and Additional Secretary (CA) have also been sent
earlier reiterating this issue. Besides, the Parliamentary Standing Committee
have also been taking serious note of the matter. The Hon'ble Supreme
Court/High Courts have also expressed their displeasure at the infringement of
Fundamental Rights of Indian citizens for not using the provisions of
PBMMSEC Act, 1980 appropriately. All these have been communicated to the
States/UTs earlier and the need for prompt action on furnishing Monthly
Action Taken Reports stressed.

2. Inspite of the above, it is observed that most of the States/UTs have
not. been furnishing the requisite reports/information in a regular/timely
manner. More recently the following point-wise information had been
requested for within seven days.




i 8

i) Why the State Governments/UT Administrations are not enforcing
the provisions of PBMMSEC Act 19807 What all are the difficulties
~ being faced in the prevention of black-marketing and action against
hoarders of essential commodities especially under the PBMMSEC

Act 1980; _

i) Action taken to detain persons involved in misconduct under the
provisions of the Prevention of Black- marketing and Maintenance of
Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980 as also sending action
taken reports under these Acts;

i)  Hurdles in the implementation of penal provisions contained in the

EC Act, 1955;

iv)  The reasons for low prosecution/conviction vis-a-vis the number of
raids, arrests;

v) What are the administrative constraints in enforcing the provisions
of the EC Act, 1955 and PBMMSEC Act, 1980 especially as measures
to contain price rise in some essential commodities?

vi)  What are the reasons for not sending monthly action taken report
(timely and not at all) under the EC Act 1955 by some States?

vii)  Even Nil report may be sent in the prescribed format already

' circulated to the State Governments/UT Admns for the EC Act, 1955
and PBMMSEC Act 1980.

3 However, the same is yet to be received from your end in this
Department so far. I would like to therefore, request your kind and personal
intervention so that the requisite information is furnished to this Department
on a top priority basis to facilitate further necessary action in the matter.

B e e o St e L

Shri Shishir Sinha, - Youls faithfully,
Pr. Secretary,

Department of Food & Consumer Protection,

Government of Bihar, Main Secretariat Building, _ .N. Singh)
Patna-800015. _ Director (ECR&E)

Tel: 23388317



